
In the day time, the barn looked as 

though it were just a few feet from 

the house but, in the dark, it seemed 

as if it were a very long way.  The 

clouds were partially hiding the 

moon as it gave off a faint cast of 

light. The shadows seem to be mov-

ing in different directions.  There was 

no wind and it was dreadfully quiet. 

As they approached the barn, all of a 

sudden, they heard a terrifying 

screech. They looked up towards the 

hayloft and saw a white object flying 

out toward them.  

 

  They both screamed!  Morgan 

dropped the flash light as they ran 

screaming into the house.  Devin 

made it through the door first, still 

screaming.  Grandma and Grandpa 

came running to see what had hap-

pened. 
 

ñGrandpa, the barn is haunted!  A 

ghost flew out of the hay loft!  It 

screamed and flew right at us!ò said 

Devin almost crying. 
 

ñItôs true!ò said Morgan.  ñI saw it 

too!ò 
 

ñOh, my!ò Said Grandma. 
 

Grandpa said ñNow girls, I know 

youôre frightened, but I donôt believe 

that it was a ghost. If itôs what I think 

it is, itôs a really good thing.ò 
 

ñA good thing!ò said the two girls.  

ñA ghost in the barn cannot be a good 

thing!ò      (continued on page 2)
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It was well after supper and Morgan 

and Devin could hardly wait to fin-

ish helping Grandma with the sup-

per dishes.  Grandpa said that it 

would be okay for them to go to the 

barn one last time to see the new 

baby goats before they had to go to 

bed. The baby goats were so tiny 

and cute.  One was black and white. 

The other was all brown.  They had 

big eyes and tiny little buttons in-

stead of horns and when theyôd 

baaa, well, they were just the cutest 

little things! 
 

Supper was always served a little 

later on the farm as all the chores 

had to be done first.  Grandma did-

nôt have an automatic dishwasher 

so, by the time they finished wash-

ing and drying the dishes by hand, 

it was dark outside.  Grandpa gave 

the girls a flash light and told them 

to be careful not to trip and to re-

member to close the barn door. He 

couldnôt go with them because he 

had one more chore to do. 
 

Morgan wasnôt afraid to walk to the 

barn in the dark, well, not too 

afraid.  After all, she was 14 and 

she did have a flashlight.  Devin, on 

the other hand, wasnôt so sure.  She 

was all of 10 and it sure looked 

dark out there!  Morgan held the 

flashlight very tight as they went 

out the front door.  Devin was 

squeezing Morganôs hand so tight 

that Morgan said, ñPlease, not so 

hard!ò 
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Winter Programs & Special Events 
Squaw Creek Eagle Days Birding Trip, Saturday, December 5 

Breakfast with Santa, Saturdays, December 5 & 12 

Dreaming of a óGreenô Christmas, Tuesday, December 22 

Yoga & Movement, Thursdays starting January 14 

Saturday Preschool Programs, January 9, 30 & February 27 

 Family Nature Series, Sundays in January & February 

Lauraôs Legacy, Saturday, February 6 

Great Backyard Bird Count, Saturday, February 13 

Escape to Freedom, Saturday, February 20 

Squaw Creek Bird watching Trip, Saturday, March 13 

Womenôs History Celebration, Saturday, March 27 

Spring Outdoor Adventures  & Discovery Camps, March 15-19 
 

For more details see pages 3-4 & 6 

 

www.erniemiller.com 



ECO-Meet 
 

On October 28, about 50 students from Johnson County High Schools came to 

Ernie Miller Nature Center to participate in an ECO-Meet.  This is the second 

time the ECO-Meet has been hosted at the Nature Center.  As part of the competi-

tion the teams took two table top examinations, one on the tall grass prairie eco-

system and one on reptiles and amphibians.  They also performed a 5 minute in-

terpretive program and did a scavenger hunt for plants found in the park.  
 

The first place team overall was Blue Valley North, Team A.  Second place went 

to Shawnee Mission South Team A and third place was Blue Valley North, Team 

B.  Blue Valley North High School took all of the top scores for individuals on 

the tests. For the Tallgrass Prairie ecosystem test, first place went to Oliva Cowin  

and second place to Ian Staudenmyer. In the Reptiles and Amphibians test Ian 

Staudenmyer was awarded first place and Dilan Howes, second.   
 

 There were eight Regional ECO-Meets held this year. The top three teams and 

top two individual winners in the ecosystem and reptile and amphibian events 

from all nine regional ECO-Meets were qualified for the state meet, held at Fort 

Larned National Historic Site.  Blue Valley North took first place in this state 

meet.   
 

back and forth as if to say ñno!ò  

When it spread its wings they saw 

that it was totally white underneath. 
 

Morgan said, ñItôs beautiful!ò 
 

ñWhat is it Grandpa?ò asked Devin. 
 

ñWell, letôs go down so as not to dis-

turb it then; weôll talk about it.ò Said 

Grandpa. 
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(continued from page 1) After some 

hot homemade apple pie and some 

hot cider, the girls settled down from 

their experience.  They even agreed 

to go with Grandpa after breakfast to 

see what this ñgood thingò might be.  

After all, ghosts donôt come out in 

the daytime,  do they? 
 

The next morning after breakfast, the 

girls went with Grandpa to the barn.  

When they opened the barn door, 

everything looked normal.  The baby 

goats were still there and as cute as 

ever. 
 

When they got to the ladder that led 

up to the hayloft, Grandpa told them 

to stay at the bottom while he went 

up to check it out.  When he got to 

the top of the ladder, he used the 

flashlight to look all around the loft.  

He then said, ñAh ha! Just as I had 

hoped!  Girls, slowly come up to see 

your ghost.ò  Reluctantly, the girls 

climbed up the ladder.  When they 

got in the loft, Grandpa aimed the 

flashlight towards the back corner of 

the loft.  There, perched on a bale of 

hay, was a strange looking creature.  

It had a white heartïshaped face.  It 

opened its eyes which were small and 

black.  It started to shake its head 

First Place team from Blue Valley 

North High School Team A .  Pic-

tured from left to right: Sam Parker, 

Amanda Sevcik,, Eric Kessler 

(coach), Carrie Remillard, Olivia 

Cowin 
 

By the time they got back to the 

house, Grandpa had explained that 

it was a barn owl.  He was glad to 

have it in his barn because it would 

help to keep the mouse population 

down.  He was having quite a prob-

lem with mice eating the grain that 

he stored for the goats.  He had 

heard that barn owls eat as many as 

a thousand to two thousand mice a 

year.  In some countries they are 

nicknamed ghost owls because they 

look like ghosts flying out of old 

barns and abandoned houses. 
 

The girls were so excited.  They 

told Grandma all about it.  Then 

Grandma said that she had just seen 

a flyer from Ernie Miller Nature 

Center in Olathe.  ñIt seems as 

though they are going to have a pro-

gram all about owls on January 

10th.  They even have some owls 

that they are going to show.  Maybe 

they have a barn owl!  How about 

we go and check it out?ò  The girls 

said, ñOh, yes!  Please letôs go.ò 
 

 Later that day, feeling much better,  

they went to see the baby goats. 

Though I think Devin was still look-

ing over her shoulder for the 

ghostéé.err,  barn owl. 
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Nature Center Programs  
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Dreaming of a óGreenô Christmas - 

Tuesday, December 22,  10-Noon or 1-

3pm ï Grades K-2nd (Must be accom-

panied by one adult per group of 5) A 

free 2-hour program, which will include: 

nature-based craft making, an animal 

walk, and a story and snack time, all to 

encourage kids to be environmentally 

friendly and enjoy the holidays the 

ógreenô way. This program is a Girl 

Scout gold award project for Troop 637 

from Olathe KS.  Please call Ernie Miller 

at (913)764-7759 to reserve your childôs 

spot by Friday, December 11th. Reserva-

tions required.  Space is limited to 40 

children per session. FREE 

 
Sunday Family Nature Series (All 
Ages) Sundays,  2-2:45 pm Bring the 
family to the Nature Center on Sunday 
afternoons this winter for entertainment 
and educational experiences.  For more 
information call (913) 764-7759. 1-45 
min. program - $2.50 per person (Ages 
2 & under are free) Paid at site. 
 
Owls: Eyes of the Night (Jan. 10) - 
Great Horned, Barred, and Screech owls 

make Ernie Miller Park 
their home. Meet three 
live owls as we discover 
more about these crea-
tures of the night. 

 
Snakes Alive (Jan. 17) Why is it that 
these creatures seem so terrifying? Could 
all the stories you have 
heard about snakes be 
true? See Kansas snakes as we explore 
the facts and fallacies of these legless 
wonders.  
 
Mother Nature (Jan. 24) - What can 
you do for Mother Nature? Environ-
mental stories will be presented by 
Mother Nature herself. Learn more about 
what you can do to help wildlife and the 
earth. Meet some of Mother Natureôs live 
animal friends. 
 

Kansas Symbols (Jan. 31) - Cele-
brate Kansas statehood (Jan. 29)!  
What do the American bison, 
tiger salamander, and sunflower 
have in common? They are just 
a few of the natural symbols of 
the great State of Kansas. Learn about 
these and others through an interactive 
program with hands-on items and live 
animals.  
 

Safe and Sound in the Park (Feb. 7) - 
There are many reasons why people do 
not come to the park, but fear should not 
be one of them! Learn how to be safe in 
the park by learning how to identify poi-
sonous flora, bugs and snakes and the 
basic first aid remedies to treat them. 
Also learn how to prepare and cope with 
hazardous weather conditions when out 
in nature. 

 
The Good, the Bad, and the 
Smelly (Feb. 14) - Take a dif-
ferent look at some of the not-so

-glamorous animals around such as spi-
ders, snakes, and skunks. These critters 
may not be loveable to all, but learn why 
they are important to our lifestyles and 
environment.  Live snakes and spider 
will be displayed.  
 
Wild Wacky Worms (Feb. 
21) - Learn about the secret life of 
the worms. Meet William Worm and 
some of his wacky puppet friends. See 
live worms hard at work, learn fun facts, 
do a worm rap and touch a worm (if you 

dare)! 
 

Birds of Prey (Feb. 28) - By 
day or night, out of the sky flies a 

rodentôs nightmare, a bird of prey. Using 
live birds, participants will see up close 
examples of these magnificent raptors 
and their special adaptations. 
 

Lauraôs LegacyðSaturday, 
February 6, 10 am-12 pm 
(Ages 5 & Older and must be 
accompanied by Parent/

Guardian or one adult chaperone per 
group of 5) Celebrate the birthday of 
Laura Ingalls Wilder, early Kansas pio-
neer.  Participants will make a rag doll, 
experience lessons from 1800ôs school, 
and hear music from the time period. 
Refreshments will be served as Laura 
tells favorite stories of her childhood 
from long ago. Participants are invited to 
wear pioneer clothing. For reservations 
and more information call (913) 764-
7759. Reservations are required 1-2 
hour event - $7 per person including 
adults  ($8 nonresidents) Paid at site 
 
Great Backyard Bird 
Count  Saturday, Feb. 13, 
9am-4pm Stop by for 15 
minutes or stay all day 
while we count the colorful winter birds 
that come to the feeders. Youôll likely 
see Northern Cardinal, Black-capped 
Chickadee, American Goldfinch, Red-
tailed Hawk and more. Learn about the 

birds that spend winters in NE Kansas 
from experienced birders from 
Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater 
Kansas City. For more information, 
call (913) 764-7759  ï FREE 
 

 
Escape to Freedom - Stories of 
the Underground Railroad 
(Ages 6 & Older and must be 
accompanied by Parent/
Guardian or one adult chaper-
one per group of 5) Saturday, 
February 20, 1-3 pm, Celebrate 

Black History Month in song and tale by 
sharing the dangerous journey of Ameri-
can hero Harriet Tubman, an escaped 
slave. Award-winning Shirley Johnson, 
creator of the acclaimed program 
ñTriumph of the Spirit,ò will reveal se-
crets of the Underground Railroad. Park 
Naturalist Molly Postlewait will comple-
ment the story with excerpts from her 
original ñLamp of Freedomò presenta-
tion, highlighting local perspectives on 
the struggle for freedom. Discover hiding 
places on a hike through the woods! De-
sign a symbol of freedom to take home. 
For reservations and more information 
call (913) 764-7759. Reservations are 
required. 1-2 hour event - $7 per person 
including adults ($8 nonresidents) Paid 
at site. 
 

 
Womenôs History Celebra-
tion (Ages 6 & Older and 
must be accompanied by 
Parent/Guardian or one 
adult chaperone per group 
of 5) Saturday, March 27, 

10-12 and  2-4 PM Join us in March to 
celebrate womenôs history month. Travel 
through time to meet some amazing 
women from the past, including Rachel 
Carson, Sojoiner Truth, Amelia Earhart, 
and Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the 
Girl Scouts. These adventurers, explor-
ers, and rebels used individual talents and 
strengths to overcome hardship and ad-
versity. They opened doors for women 
and made the world a better place for all. 
Let their ñher-storiesò inspire you, then 
explore non-traditional careers with some 
accomplished women of today and cele-
brate with creative activities honoring 
women. For reservations and more 
information call 913-764-7759. Reser-
vations are required.  $7 per person 
including adults ($8 nonresidents) Paid 
at site. 

 

 



We will tour the refuge and look 
through  spotting scopes to view this 
amazing bird.    It is not  unusual to 
observe 150-200 Bald Eagles on the 
refuge and surrounding area includ-
ing other wildlife such as ducks, 
geese, deer, etc. For lunch we will eat 
at Camp Rulo in Rulo, Nebraska lo-
cated along the banks of the Missouri 
River. We will leave Antioch Park at 
6:45 am and return around 2 pm. Van 
transportation and tour guide services 
will be provided. Participants must 
provide meal expenses and should 
bring binoculars for better viewing. 
For more information call (913) 438-
7275 ext. 391. $33 Preregistration 
Required.  Visit www.jcprd.com or 
call (913)831-3359 to register. Class 
code: 01-2109-011-02 
 
Trip:  Squaw Creek Birdwatching 

Saturday, March 13, 8 am ï
3:30 pm (Ages 18 & Older) 
Join us for our late winter 
birdwatching trip to Squaw 

Creek National Wildlife Refuge. Ob-
serve the migration of ducks and 
geese as they fly north to their breed-
ing grounds. Other wildlife we may 
observe include white tailed deer, 
pheasants, and the bald eagle. For 
lunch we will eat at Camp Rulo in 
Rulo, NE. We will leave Antioch 
Park at 8 am and return around 3:30 
pm. Van transportation and tour 
guide services are included. Partici-
pants must provide own meal ex-
penses and should bring binoculars. 
For more information call (913) 438-
7275 ext. 391.  $33 Preregistration 
Required.  Visit www.jcprd.com or 
call (913)831-3359 to register. Class 
code:  02-2109-011-01  
  
Yoga:  Yoga and Move-
ment at the Nature 
Center (Ages 16 & 
Older) Thursdays 
starting January 14, 6-
7:00 pm This is a begin-
ning yoga class with gentle move-
ments to soothing music. The beauty 
of nature nourishes and calms our 
busy lives.  Take a mini retreat to 
relax and recharge.  Energize while 
improving balance and flexibility.  
No special equipment needed and 
class can be adapted to all fitness lev-
els. For more information call Molly 
Postlewait at (913)764-8580 ext. 26. 
6-60 min. sessions - $45 ($50 non-
residents) Preregistration Re-
quired.  Visit www.jcprd.com or 
call (913)831-3359 to register. Class 
code: 01-2103-016-01  

PRESCHOOL 

 
Preschool Package:  Winter Fun 
(Ages 4-5) Bring your preschooler to 
Ernie Miller Park this winter and en-
joy nature during the chilly season! 
Your child will have fun while learn-
ing about natural and cultural con-
cepts from a park naturalist. Enroll in 
the package for the whole winter se-
ries or choose your favorites. 3-90 
min. sessions - $37 ($41  nonresi-
dents) Preregistration Required.  
Visit www.jcprd.com or call (913)
831-3359 to register. Class code: 01
-2142-016-03  
 
Preschool:  Winter 
Fun 1 - Winter Won-
derland (Ages 4-5) Sat. 
Jan. 9, 9:30-11 am 
Bundle up and take a 
winter walk in the 
woods. Learn about snowflakes and 
make a snowflake of your own. See 
live animals and discover what they 
do when there is snow on the ground. 
$14 ($15 nonresidents) Preregistra-
t i o n  R e q u i r e d .   V i s i t 
www.jcprd.com or call (913)831-
3359 to register. Class code:  01-
2142-016-04 

  
Preschool:  Winter Fun 2 - 

Dinosaur Adventure 
(Ages 4-5) Sat. Jan. 30, 
9:30-11 am Big and 

small we love them all! Learn about 
the giants that roamed the earth a 
long, long time ago. Compare your 
footprint to a dinosaurôs. See a rela-
tive of an animal that lived during the 
dinosaur age. Have some fossil fun 
and practice being a paleontologist.  
$14 ($15 nonresidents) Preregistra-
t i o n  R e q u i r e d .   V i s i t 
www.jcprd.com or call (913)831-
3359 to register. Class code:  01-
2142-016-05  
 
P r e s c h o o l :  
Winter Fun 3 - 
Whooo Goes 
There?  (Ages 4
-5) Sat. Feb. 27, 
9:30-11 am Be 
amazed as the story of Owl Moon 
comes to life! Hear owl calls and 
touch an owlôs feather. See live owls 
and learn about these mysterious 
creatures of the night. $14 ($15 non-
residents) Preregistration Re-
quired.  Visit www.jcprd.com or 
call (913)831-3359 to register. Class 
code:  01-2142-016-06  
 

Animal Tales Story 
Time (Ages 2-6 with 
adult)  Wednesdays, 
10:00 am or 11:00 
am Visit the Nature 
Center for stories, 
songs, and surprises 
geared to preschool children.  Come 
listen and learn.  Meet a special ani-
mal friend every time.  All children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
Now offering choice of two sessions.  
1-30 min. session $2.00 per person 
(including adults) Paid at site. 
12/2  Santa      12/16 Winter Wonders 
1/6  Snow Flakes    1/20 Furry Ones 
2/3 Birds       2/17 Teddy Bears      
3/3 Animal Action     3/24 Insects       
 
Breakfast With Santa, Saturdays, 
December  5 and 12, 9-10:30 am 
(Ages 3-5 with Adult)  Kids! Bring a 

parent and have 
breakfast followed by 
a visit with Santa.  
Enjoy pancakes and 
juice. Afterwards 
Santa will explain the 
winter habits of his 
animal friends. He 
also will help you 
construct a gift for 

wildlife. Of course, Santa will have a 
gift for each child and will listen to 
your Christmas list.  Special Guest:  
Mr. Claus. 1-90 min. session - $13 
per parent & child ($14 nonresi-
dents)  $7 each additional person 
($7 nonresidents)  Preregistration 
Required. Visit www.jcprd.com or 
call (913)831-3359 to register. Class 
codes:  
 12/5  01-2142-016-01  
12/12 01-2142-016-02 

 

ADULT  

 
Outdoor Adventures Cancellation 
Policy No refunds within ten business 
days of trip unless a replacement can 
be found. 
 
Trip:  Squaw Creek Eagle 
Days Saturday, December 
5, 6:45 am-2 pm (Ages 18 
& Older and children ac-
companied by Parent/
Guardian) Visit the yearly celebra-
tion of ñEagle Daysò at Squaw Creek 
National Wildlife Refuge. This is 
always a participant favorite, allow-
ing everyone to view our national 
bird up-close. When we arrive at the 
refuge area, we will attend a special 
presentation which will include an up  

close look at the mature Bald Eagle.  

Page 4 TRACKS 


