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It was well after supper and Morgan In the day time, the barn looked as
and Devin could hardly wait to fin- though it were just a few feet from
ish helping Grandma with the sup- the house but, in the dark, it seemed
per dishes. Grandpa said that it as if it were a very long way. The
would be okay for them to go to the clouds were partially hiding the
barn one last time to see the newmoon as it gave off a faint cast of
baby goats before they had to go tolight. The shadows seem to be mov-
bed. The baby goats were so tiny ing in different directions. There was
and cute. One was black and white. no wind and it was dreadfully quiet.
The other was all brown. They had As they approached the barn, all of a
big eyes and tiny little buttons in- sudden, they heard a terrifying
stead o f horns aanedch. Vihbyelaokedtup ®waddsl the
baaa, well, they were just the cutest hayloft and saw a white object flying
little things! out toward them.

Supper was always served a little They both screamed! Morgan

later on the farm as all the chares grgpped the flash light as they ran

A

not have an aut ogadelit through thé Bodrafitst) &ill
so, by the time they finished wash- screaming. Grandma and Grandpa

ing and drying the dishes by hand, came running to see what had hap-
it was dark outside. Grandpa gave pened.

the girls a flash light and told them

to be careful not to trip and to re- A Gr and p a, t he barn
member to close the barn door. He ghost flew out of the hay loft! It
coul dnot go Wwi t hs drheamebde caanuds ef lheew 1
had one more chore to do. Devin almost crying.

Morgan wasnoé6t af rmditdst of rwael'kdo tsoaitd e
barn in the dark, well, not too t oo! 0
afraid. After all, she was 14 and _ . ,
she did have a flashlight. Devin,on 1Oh, my! o Said Gran
t he ot her hand, 0 SOo. S u,e h
was all of 10 and it sure looked \%?%rﬂ]%tp a sal d AiNo V§
youdre frightened,
dark out there! Morgan held the :
: : that it was a ghost
flashlight very tight as they went . . : o
; it is, itds a reall
out the front door. Devin was
squeezing Morgan@Ga Geod sAiddgodtsa
t hat Mor gan saidpA fghhloesats €,n Rhte B AT
hard! o thing!o (cont

,%ﬁ Winter Programs & Special Events ;@ﬁ
*  Squaw Creek Eagle Days Birding Trip, Saturday, December

*  Breakfast with Santa, Saturdays, December 5 & 12
* Dreaming of a 6Green6 Chri st ma
* Yoga & Movement, Thursdays starting January 14
*  Saturday Preschool Programs, January 9, 30 & February 27
5> & 5 Family Nature Series, Sundays in January & February
* Lauradés Legacy, Saturday,
*  Great Backyard Bird Count, Saturday, February 13

6663 *+ Escape to Freedom, Saturday, February 20

*  Squaw Creek Bird watching Trip, Saturday, March 13
* Womenébés History Celebration,

it i es éS3pfirgy OutBoor Adventures & Discovery Camps, March 1519

,:%‘ For more details see pagesi3& 6 ,%‘



(continued from page 1) After some |-
hot homemade apple pie and some
hot cider, the girls settled down from
their experience. They even agreed
to go with Grandpa after breakfast to

By the time they got back to the
house, Grandpa had explained that
it was a barn owl. He was glad to
have it in his barn because it would
help to keep the mouse population

see what this fago down. He was having quite a prob-
9 t1e‘?‘n ‘with mice eating the grain that
Af ter al | ghost s

the daytime, do they?

The next morning after breakfast, the
girls went with Grandpa to the barn.
When they opened the barn door,
everything looked normal. The baby
goats were still there and as cute as
ever.

When they got to the ladder that led g
up to the hayloft, Grandpa told them
to stay at the bottom while he went‘
up to check it out. When he got to
the top of the ladder, he used the
flashlight to look all around the Ioft

b and forth
He |t hen said, Ah\Nhehatt sprehd fs wmg"sstheyS\B1
hoped! Girls, slowly come up to see 5t it \yas totallP/ whlte und%rneath
your ghost . o Rel uct gi

climbed up the ladder. When they Mo r g a n
got in the loft, Grandpa aimed the

sald, il to

he Stored for the goats. He had
heard that barn owls eat as many as
a thousand to two thousand mice a
year. In some countries they are
nicknamed ghost owls because they
look like ghosts flying out of old
barns and abandoned houses.

The girls were so excited. They
told Grandma all about it. Then
Grandma said that she had just seen
a flyer from Ernie Miller Nature
Center i n Ol at he.
though they are going to have a pro-
%ram all about owls on January
otg. | They kvén hiv@ ¥omend9vlg
that they are going to show. Maybe
they Rave a barn owl! How about

webgaufnﬂupheck i

i AWhat is it Grand
Iﬁ‘;?gfq[htthvevgdsépciggcoknc:r&;re ng pater that d’jlay, feellng muc?t better
: ' P . AwWell, |1 etos go dtbeymwent ©® seesthenbaby gaats.
hay, was a strange looking creature. ! . « - : ;
. A turb it then; we 6Thoughtl thinkiDevin ivas atitl look-t .
It had a white heairshaped face. It .

: : Grandpa. ing over her shoulder for the
opened its eyes which were small and host éé err bar n
black. It started to shake its head g ' ’

ECO-Meet

On October 28, about 50 students from Johnson County High Schools ca
Ernie Miller Nature Center to participate in an EM@et.
time the ECGMeet has been hosted at the Nature Center. As part of the co
tion the teams took two table top examinations, one on the tall grass prairie

system and one on reptiles and amphibians. They also performed a 5 min@

terpretive program and did a scavenger hunt for plants found in the park.

The first place team overall was Blue Valley North, Team A. Second plac

This is the second:

to Shawnee Mission South Team A and third place was Blue Valley North, T
B. Blue Valley North High School took all of the top scores for individuals_an
the tests. For the Tallgrass Prairie ecosystem test, first place went to Oliva §eirgnPlace team from Blue Valley
and second place to lan Staudenmyer. In the Reptiles and Amphibians tddtideth High School Team APic-

Staudenmyer was awarded first place and Dilan Howes, second. tured from left to right: Sam Parke,
Amanda Sevcik,, Eric Kessler

There were eight Regional E@®@eets held this year. The top three teams Jriebach), Carrie Remillard, Olivia
top two individual winners in the ecosystem and reptile and amphibian efé&ra4in

from all nine regional EC®eets were qualified for the state meet, held at Hort

Larned National Historic Site. Blue Valley North took first place in this state

meet.
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Nature Center Programs

SPECIAL EVENTS

Dreami ngGreer® &hrdi-s
Tuesday, December 22, 2Bloon or 1-
3pmi Grades K-2" (Must be accom-
panied by one adult per group of 5)A
free 2hour program, which will include:
naturebased craft making, an anima
walk, and a story and snack time, all t
encourage kids to be environmentall
friendly and enjoy the holidays the|
6greend way. Thi s
Scout gold award project for Troop 637
from Olathe KS. Please call Ernie Miller
at (913)7647 759 t o reser
spot by Friday, December L.1Reserva-
tions required. Space is limited to 4(
children per sessioftfREE

Sunday Family Nature Series (All
Ages) Sundays, 22:45 pm Bring the

family to the Nature Center on Sunday

afternoons this winter for entertainment
and educational experiences.
information call (913) 764759. 1-45
min. program - $2.50 per person (Ages
2 & under are free) Paid at site.

Owls: Eyes of the Night (Jan. 10)-
Great Horned
T - make Ernie Miller Park
their home. Meet three
live owls as we discover

, Barred, and Screech owls live birds, participants will see up clos

Safe and Sound in the Park (Feb. 7)

There are many reasons why people
not come to the park, but fear should n
be one of them! Learn how to be safe
the park by learning how to identify poi

sonous flora, bugs and snakes and th

basic first aid remedies to treat the

Also learn how to prepare and cope wﬂrh

hazardous weather conditions when o
in nature.

vz~ The Good, the Bad, and the
¢ Smelly (Feb. 14) - Take a dif-
ferent look at some of the reb

birds that spend winters in NE Kansas
c from experienced birders from
bt Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater
N Kansas City. For more information,
( call (913) 76477591 FREE

Escape to Freedom- Stories of
the Underground Railroad
(Ages 6 & Older and must be
accompanied by Parent/
Guardian or one adult chaper-
one per group of 5) Saturday,
February 20, 13 pm, Celebrate

ut

-glamorous animals around such as spi- Bjack History Month in song and tale by
ders, snakes, and skunks. These critter sharing the dangerous journey of Ameri-

may not be loveable to all, but learn wh
they are important to our lifestyles an
environment.
will be displayed.

DN

wild Wacky Worms (Feb. - /7
21) - Learn about the secret life o=—"

the worms. Meet William Worm and
some of his wacky puppet friends. Se

>

live worms hard at work, learn fun facts,
For more do a worm rap and touch a worm (if yo

dare)!

* Birds of Prey (Feb. 28)- By

day or night, out of the sky flies 3
rodentds night mar e

examples of these magnificent rapto
and their special adaptations.

Live snakes and spider creator

Y can hero Harriet Tubman, an escaped
0 slave. Awardwinning Shirley Johnson,
of the acclaimed program
ATriumph of the
crets of the Underground Railroad. Park
Naturalist Molly Postlewait will comple-
ment the story with excerpts from her
original fiLamp of
€ tion, highlighting local perspectives on
the struggle for freedom. Discover hiding
places on a hike through the woods! De-
sign a symbol of freedom to take home.
For reservations and more information
call (913) 7647759. Reservations are
required. 1-2 hour event- $7 per person

Il

at site.

more about these crea
tures of the night.

Snakes Alive (Jan. 17Why is it that

these creatures seem so terrifying? Could

all the stories you havMN
heard about snakes b
true? See Kansas shakes as we expl(

the facts and fallacies of these legles
wonders.

Mother Nature (Jan. 24) - What can
you do for Mother Nature? Environ-
mental stories will be presented by
Mother Nature herself. Learn more abol
what you can do to help wildlife and thg
eart h. Meet some o
animal friends.

Kansas Symbols (Jan. 31) Cele-

brate Kansas statehood (Jan.

What do the American biso

tiger salamander, and sunflower

have in common? They are ju

a few of the natural symbols of

the great State of Kansas. Learn abo
these and others through an interactiy
program with handsen items and live

animals.

S

February 6, 10 aml2 pm
]}
r Laura Ingalls Wilder, early Kansas pio

neer. Participants will make a rag dol
experience |l essons

and hear music from the time period.
Refreshments will be served as Laura
tells favorite stories of her childhood
from long ago. Participants are invited to

wear pioneer clothingFor reservations
and more information call (913) 764,
7759. Reservations are required P
hour event - $7 per person including
adults ($8 nonresidents) Paid at site

e
P

ool

Great Backyard Bird
Count Saturday, Feb. 13,
9am4pm Stop by for 15
minutes or stay all da,

=

ut while we count the colorful winter birds
et hat

C 0 me t o t he

see Northern Cardinal, Bladapped
Chickadee, American Goldfinch, Red
tailed Hawk and more. Learn about th

] (Ages 5 & Older and must be
accompanied by Parent/
Guardian or one adult chaperone pe
group of 5) Celebrate the birthday of

Womenos
tion (Ages 6 & Older and
must be accompanied by
Parent/Guardian or one
adult chaperone per group
of 5) Saturday, March 27,
10-12 and 24 PM Join us in March to
cel ebrate womenods
through time to meet some amazin
women from the past, including RacHeI
Carson, Sojoiner Truth, Amelia Earhart,
and Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the
Girl Scouts. These adventurers, explor-

, n

strengths to overcome hardship and ad-
versity. They opened doors for women

and made the world a better place for all.
Let t h-ef or iNdhed
explore nortraditional careers with some

accomplished women of today and cele-
brate with creative activities honoring

women. For reservations and more
information call 913-7647759. Reser-
vations are required. $7 per person
including adults ($8 nonresidents) Paid
at site.

e
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PRESCHOOL Animal Tales Story - ~ We will tour the refuge and look
T(ijm;s) (Age% 26 glvith 2 through sbpoéting Iscopes to view tris
. ; adult) Wednesdays, amazing bird. It is not unusual to
(Acos 90) B e proathaolor o 10:00 am or 1100 observe 15200 Bald Eagles on the
Ernie Miller Park this winter and eh- am Visit the Nature refuge and surrounding area includ-
joy nature during the chilly seasqn! Center for  stories, ing other wildlife such as ducks,
Your child will have fun while lear- SOngs, and surprises geese, deer, etc. For lunch we will eat
ing about natural and cultural can- geared to preschool children. Comat Camlo Rulo in Rulo, Nebraska lo-
cepts from a park naturalist. Enrollfin lIStén and learn. Meet a special anieated along the banks of the Missouri
the package for the whole winter ge- Ma! friend every time. ~All children River. We will leave Antioch Park at
ries or choose your favoriteg-90| Must be accompanied by an adul:45 am and return around 2 pm. Van
min. sessions- $37 ($41 nonresi Now offering choice of two sessions.transportation and tour guide services
denis) Preregistration Required 1-30 min. session $2.00 per personwill be provided. Participants must

Qi i (including adults) Paid at site. provide meal expenses and should
g'381':[3\évgvgwt'écpergi'ggp g{aggll:égg’i 12/2 Santa  12/16 Winter Wonder®ring binoculars for better viewing.
-2142016-03 ' 1/6 Snow Flakes 1/20 Furry Ones For more information call (913) 438

2;3 Birds I 2/17/ Teddy Bears 7275 exdt. 391%$33 Prereglstratlon
: ; 3/3 Animal Action  3/24 Insects Required. Visit www.jcprd.com or
EL?]SClh?O\}\'/inter \(\A/}gtne_r _ call (913)8313359 to register. Class
derland (Ages 45) Sat Breakfast With Santa, Saturdays, code:01-2109011-02
Jan. 9. 93011 am December 5 and 129-10:30 am _ .
Bundle ’up ‘and take a (Ages 35 with Adult) Kids! Bringa Trip: Squaw Creek Birdwatching
winter walk in the parent and have Saturday, March 13, 8 ami
woods. Learn about snowflakes gnd breakfast followed by 3:30 pm ?Ages 18 & Older)
make a snowflake of your own. Jee a visit with Santa. Join us for our late winter
live animals and discover what they Enjoy pancakes an birdwatching trip to Squaw
do when there is snow on the ground. juice. Afterwards Creek National Wildlife Refuge. Ob-
$14 ($15 nonresidents) Preregistra- Santa will explain the serve the migration of ducks and
tion Required Visit winter habits of his geese as they fly north to their breed-
www.jcprd.com or call (913)831 animal friends. He ing grounds. Other wildlife we may
335910 régister. Class code: 01- also will help you observe include white tailed deer,
2142016-04 ' o construct a gift for pheasants, and the bald eagle. For
wildlife. Of course, Santa will have alunch we will eat at Camp Rulo in
Preschool: Winter Fun 2- gift for each child and will listen to Rulo, NE. We will leave Antioch

- : your Christmas list. Special GuestPark at 8 am and return around 3:30
) ?’x Dinosaur . Adventure Mr. Claus.1-90 min. session- $13 pm. Van transportation and tour
IeRY) (Ages 45) Sat. Jan. 30| . S pm : . ur
#B X8 33011 am Big and Per parent & child ($14 nonresi- guide services are included. Partici-
small we love them alll Learn abdut dents) $7 each additional person pants must provide own meal ex-
the giants that roamed the earth ¢ (37 nonresidents) Preregistration penses and should bring binoculars.
long, long time ago. Compare yaur Required. Visit www.jcprd.com or For more information call (913) 438
foot print "t o a ldicall(913)8313359 to register. Class 7;.7@ X 391.$33 Preregistration
equire

tive of an animal that lived during the CQdes: . Visit www.jcprd.com or

: : 12/5 01-2142016-01 call (913)8313359 to register. Class
g;?gsgggtﬁ;gee-bg%e asgfglgofr?;slggigp 12/12 01-2142016.02 code: 02-2109011-01
$14 ($15 nonresidents) Preregistrg- _

; : ; ADULT Yoga: Yoga and Move-
tion Required. Visit ment at _the Nature /.

www.jcprd.com or call (913)83% ) )
3359 to register. Class code:01-| Outdoor Adventures Cancellation C(Iegter (A.Igﬁs %6 &
2142016-05 Policy No refunds within ten businessO!der) ursaays

days of trip unless a replacement Ca@‘gartlng January 14, &

Preschool: be found. :00 pm This is a begin-

Winter Eun 3 - i ning yoga class with gentle move-
Whooo  Goes Trip: Squaw Creek Eagle o ments to soothing music. The beauty
There? (Ages 4 Days Saturday, Decembel » of nature nourishes and calms our
-5) Sat. éeg_ 27, S, 6:45 am2 pm (Ages 18 | busy lives. Take a mini retreat to
9:2’;0—11 am Be & Older and children ac- * relax and recharge. Energize while

amazed as the story @wl Moon companied by Parent/ improving balance and flexibility.
comes to lifel Hear owl calls apd Guardian) Visit the yearly celebra- No special eguipment needed and
touch an owlds fetion of HfAEagl e D alsssdcan b btdapted o alvitness lev-e k
and learn about these mysteripus National Wildlife Refuge. This is els. For more information call Molly
creatures of the nigh$14 ($15 nont always a participant favorite, allow-Postlewait at (913)768580 ext. 26.
re$ident52/_ Preregistration Rej ing everyone to view our nationalg-60 min. sessions $45 ($50 non-
quired. isit www.jcprd.com_or bird upclose. When we arrive at theresidents) Preregistration Re-

call (913)8313359 to register. Class  refuge area, we will attend a speciaguired. Visit www.jcprd.com or

code: 01-2142016:06 presentation which will include an up call (913)8313359 to register. Class

close look at the mature Bald Eagle. code:01-210301601

U7
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